
 

Forest Charter School 

470 Searls Avenue 
Nevada City, CA  95959   

 

Monthly Charter Council Meeting Agenda   
November 7, 2023 

 

 

  

5:00 p.m. Regular Session 

470 Searls Avenue, Sequoia 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

Network User ID: FC_Public 
Network Password: PineCedar2 
 
10725 Pioneer Trail # 201, Truckee, CA 96161 

23221 Foresthill Road, Foresthill, CA 95631 

11952 Masters Court, Auburn, CA 95603 

 

Join the Meeting via Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85408398614?pwd=Y2dzdFBFUXdQTUFxazI3bERnZGlYUT09 

Meeting ID: 854 0839 8614 

Passcode: 873378 

Dial by your location 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

 Meeting ID: 854 0839 8614 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb7yu4OPaF 

AGENDA:   
 

1. Call To Order  
 

2. Roll Call 
 
3. Information/Action: A, B, C, and D may be considered for the Consent Agenda--Meshawn 

Simmons 

(E-Attachments)  

● Shall the Consent Agenda be approved? 
A. Adoption of the November 7, 2023 Agenda 
B. October 10, 2023 Charter Council Meeting Minutes (page 4) 
C. Contracts (page 8) 
D. Warrants (October) (page 9) 

 
 
 

Dan Thiem, Chair 
Dylan Hendricks, Parent Representative 
Amee Medeiros, Parent Representative 
Gabriella Stockdale, Parent Representative 
Geoffrey Thornton, Parent Representative 
Tita Fowler, Secretary 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85408398614?pwd=Y2dzdFBFUXdQTUFxazI3bERnZGlYUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb7yu4OPaF


 

 
4. Discussion: Other   
 

This is an opportunity for audience members to address the Council on non-agendized items. 

Agendized items may be either addressed at this time or when the items come up for 

discussion. 

 

The Council cannot discuss or take action on non-agendized items tonight, but items may be 
agendized at a later Council meeting for discussion and/or action. Public comments are limited 
to three minutes. 

 

Information/Discussion Items: 
 
1. Information: Learning Center Updates—Christine Sween, Janice Eggers, Dawn Anthney 
 

Christine, Janice, and Dawn will provide updates for each Learning Center. 
 

2. Information: WASC Self-Study and Visit—Peter Sagebiel, Dawn Anthney 
 

Peter and Dawn will update the board on the WASC self-study and visit. 
 

3. Information: Charter School Renewal Extension—Peter Sagebiel 
(page 13) 
Peter will review the Nevada County Office of Education letter regarding charter renewal terms 
with the Council. 
 

4. Information: LCAP - Letter from the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools—Peter 
Sagebiel 
(page 14) 
Peter will review the letter from the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools regarding Forest 
Charter School's LCAP. 
 

5. Information:  Student Achievement—B.J. Hatcher 
(page 16) 
B.J. will provide the Council with an update on student achievement and enrollment stability 
rates.  
 

5. Information: 2023/24 Budget and Cash Flow–Meshawn Simmons 
 
Meshawn will update the Council on 2023/24 Budget items and Cash Flow.  
 

Action Items: 
 

6. Action: Forest Charter School Dress Code Policy–Peter Sagebiel 
(page 18) 
● Should the Council approve the Forest Charter School Dress Code Policy? 
 

7. Director’s Update--Peter Sagebiel 
 
● Enrollment 
● Staff Meeting/Training 
● Other 

 
 



 

 
8. Future Agenda Items 

 
● AMIM Block Grant Spending Plan 
● Goal Updates (January) - School Governance, Public Relations & School Community, and 

FCS Education Program 
 
9. Information:  Reminder of Future Meetings 
 

2023: 12/5** 
2024: 1/16, 2/6**, 3/5, 4/16, 5/14, 6/10*, 6/11** 
 
 *Special Meeting/Public Hearing   **Budget Meeting 
 

10. Action: Adjourn  
 
Notice: The agenda was posted at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. The agenda packet 
and supporting materials, including materials distributed less than 72 hours prior to the 
scheduled meeting, can be viewed at the Forest Charter School office – located at 470 Searls 
Avenue, Nevada City, California. For more information, please call 530-465-4823. 
 
Notice: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 
assistance to access or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, 
contact the Forest Charter School Board Secretary at 530-265-4823 at least 48 hours before 
the scheduled Board meeting so that we may make every reasonable effort to accommodate 
your needs. [G.C. §54953.2, §54954.2(a)(1); Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, §202 (42 
U.S.C. §12132)] 
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Forest Charter School 

 

 Monthly Charter Council Meeting 
Minutes – October 10, 2023 

 
5:00 p.m. Regular Session 
470 Searls Avenue, Sequoia 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

 
 
Council Members:  

Dan Thiem, Community Representative, and Chair  
Dylan Hendricks, Parent Representative 
Gabriella Stockdale, Parent Representative 
Amee Medeiros, Parent Representative 
Geoffrey Thornton, Parent Representative 
Tita Fowler, Secretary 
 

Minutes 
 
 
Present:  Dan Thiem, Peter Sagebiel, Meshawn Simmons, Dawn Anthney, Katy Baggett, 
Janice Eggers (Truckee campus), Tita Fowler, B.J. Hatcher, Dylan Hendricks, Amee Medeiros, 
Geoffrey Thornton, Christine Sween (Auburn Campus), Laura Lysen (Foresthill Campus), 
Gabriella Stockdale 
Absent: Dave Stanger 
 
 

1. Call to Order: 5:00 pm 
 

2. Roll Call:  Dan Thiem, Peter Sagebiel, Meshawn Simmons, Dawn Anthney, Katy Baggett, 
Janice Eggers (Truckee campus), Tita Fowler, B.J. Hatcher, Dylan Hendricks, Amee Medeiros, 
Gabriella Stockdale, Geoffrey Thornton, Christine Sween (Auburn Campus), Laura Lysen 
(Foresthill Campus)  
 

3. Information/Action:  A, B, C, and D may be considered for Consent Agenda—Meshawn 
Simmons 
 
October 10, 2023, Charter Council Agenda, September 12, 2023 Minutes, Contracts, and the 

Warrants were presented for approval.  

  
Dylan Hendricks made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Amee Medeiros seconded. 

 
Ayes:  Dylan Hendricks, Amee Medeiros, Dan Thiem, Geoffrey Thornton 
Nays:  None 
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4. Action: Charter Council Parent Representative: Gabriella Stockdale—Dan Thiem, Peter 
Sagebiel      
 
Peter introduced the new Charter Council Parent Representative Gabriella Stockdate for 
Council appointment. 
 
Dylan Hendricks made a motion to approve the appointment of Gabriella Stockdale as a Charter 
Council Parent Representative. Amee Medeiros seconded.  
 

Ayes:  Dylan Hendricks, Amee Medeiros, Dan Thiem, Geoffrey Thornton 
Nays:  None 

 
5. Discussion:  Other 

 
None. 
 

Information/Discussion Items: 
 

6. Information: Learning Center Updates—Dawn Anthney (Nevada City), Janice Eggers 
(Truckee), Christine Sween (Auburn/Foresthill) 
 
Dawn, Janice, and Christine provided the Council with campus highlights including enrollment 
updates, campus updates, and resources.  
 

7. Information: WASC Self-Study—Peter Sagebiel, Dawn Anthney 
 
Peter and Dawn provided the Council with a WASC update including virtual visit information and 
what sections of the report will be the most useful for the Council to review. 
 

8. Information: Student Achievement—B.J. Hatcher 
 
B.J. reviewed i-Ready participation comparison data with the Council which increased this year. 
Additional discussion on keeping momentum and attrition impacts. B.J. will bring stability rate 
data to the Council at a future meeting. The next assessment window will start in January and 
go through the end of February. 
 

9. Information: 9th Grade Math Placement Checkpoint–B.J. Hatcher 
 

B.J. provided the Council with an update on the 23/24 9th Grade Math Placement Checkpoint. 
This is a state reporting requirement and our percentages are in the 90’s which means 9th 
graders are being placed in the correct math course a majority of the time. 
 

10. Information: 2023/24 Budget and Cash Flow–Meshawn Simmons 
 
Meshawn provided the Council with a 2023/24 budget and cash flow update including 
enrollment trending upward in the past three years.  
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Action Items: 
 

11. Action: 22/23 Forest Charter School EPA Actuals--Meshawn Simmons         
 
Meshawn reviewed the 22/23 Forest Charter School EPA Actuals with the Council. Per the 
usual state aid and EPA funding were flip-flopped so what EPA funding was received was put 
towards certificated salaries. 
 
Dylan Hendricks made a motion to approve the 22/23 EPA Actuals. Geoffrey Thornton 
seconded.  
 

Ayes:  Dylan Hendricks, Amee Medeiros, Gabriella Stockdale, Dan Thiem, 
Geoffrey Thornton 
Nays:  None 

 
12. Action: Forest Charter School Instructional Budget Policy--Peter Sagebiel 

  
Peter reviewed revisions to the Forest Charter School Instructional Budget Policy with the 

Council which were previously reviewed with the Faculty Council and are geared toward 

increasing CAASPP and i-Ready participation. 

 
Amee Medeiros made a motion to approve the surplus items.  Dylan Hendricks seconded.  

 
Ayes:  Dylan Hendricks, Amee Medeiros, Gabriella Stockdale, Dan Thiem, 
Geoffrey Thornton 
Nays:  None 
 

13. Director’s Update--Peter Sagebiel 
 
● Enrollment - Meshawn already covered. Enrollment is going very well. 

● Staff Meeting - Sped Training - The Special Education department believes they can 

effectively handle training staff on how best to support special education students. This 

is taking place in large and small breakout groups. Training will be ongoing as special ed 

enrollment has increased and student needs have become more expansive. 

● COE Trustee Visit - Louise Johnson and Timothy May came for a visit. 

● Other - None. 
 

14. Future Agenda Items 
 

● AMIM Block Grant Spending Plan (Aug-Oct) 
● Dress Code Policy (Aug) 
● Goal Updates (January) - School Governance, Public Relations & School Community, 

and FCS Education Program 
● Enrollment Stability - Student Achievement 
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15. Information:  Reminder of Future Meetings 
 
Dates for the 2023/24 Charter Council meetings were set as follows: 

 

2023: 11/7, 12/5** 

2024: 1/16, 2/6**, 3/5, 4/16, 5/14, 6/10*, 6/11** 

 

   *Special Meeting    **Budget Meeting 

 
16. Action:  Adjourn at 5:57 p.m.   

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
_________________________________________  ____________________ 
Tita Fowler, Secretary Date 
  

Charter Council Approved: 
 
_________________________________________  ____________________ 
Dan Thiem, Chair Date 
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Contracts to be approved: (October 2023)  

 

At-Will: 

 

 

Stipends: 

Dowd, Nicole   $1,448.72  Block class instructor 

 

 

Hourly: 

Capaccioli, Clio  $280.00  Tutor 

Capaccioli, Clio  $350.00  Tutor 

Clark, Sue   $320.00  Tutor 

Hodges, Christy  $3,340.50  Supervised Activities 

Marks, Juli   $315.00  Tutor 

Page 8 of 20 
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TO NCSoS Charter Directors

FROM Christine McCormick, Assoc. Supt., Ed. Serv.

DATE October 24, 2023

RE Charter School Term Extensions

California Education Code (EC) Section 47607.4, which was amended by Senate Bill 114
[Chapter 48, Statutes of 2023], states the following [bold emphasis added]:

Notwithstanding the renewal process and criteria established in Sections 47605.9,
47607, and 47607.2 or any other law, effective July 1, 2021, all charter schools
whose term expires on or between January 1, 2022, and June 30, 2025, inclusive,
shall have their term extended by two years, and all charter schools whose
term expires on or between January 1, 2024, and June 30, 2027, inclusive,
shall have their term extended by one additional year.

The charters with expiring dates of 06/30/2024 include: Bitney Prep High School, Yuba River
Charter School, Twin Ridges Home Study and Nevada City School of the Arts. Your new
expiration date for renewal is 06/30/2025.

The charter with expiring dates of 06/30/2026 include: John Muir Charter School, Escuela
Popular del Instituto Campesino (EPIC) de Cesar Chavez and Forest Charter School. Your
new expiration date for renewal is 06/30/2027.

The Charter Schools Division has automatically updated the charter term for charter schools
impacted by this extension. To view the expiration date of a charter school, visit the Charter
School Database.

No action is required of charter authorizers or charter schools for this extension. EC Section
47607.4 does not preclude charter authorizers from invoking revocation procedures, pursuant
to EC Section 47607.

No action is required to effectuate the term extension. This memo serves to formally
memorialize this change.
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Forest Charter School 
Dress Code Policy 

Page 1 of 3 

 

Section:  500 
Policy:  023 

FCS Council Approved:  DRAFT     

 

DRAFT - Dress Code Policy 

 
 
The following dress code shall be in effect at Forest Charter School (“FCS” or “the 
School”) resource center(s) during school and school-sponsored activities except where 
modified by the site administrator for specific extracurricular activities or in special 
cases. The FCS staff and administration reserve the right to determine clothing that 
disrupts or detracts from the educational environment. This dress code is gender-
neutral. Clothing may be of any fashion, style, or design, as determined by the student 
and the student’s parents/guardians. 
 
Notification of the Student Dress Code 
 
Parents and students will be provided notice of the Charter School’s dress code at the 
beginning of the school year and/or upon enrollment. This information will also be 
located within the FCS’s Parent/Student Handbook.  
 
Rationale 

● All students should be able to dress comfortably for school without fear 
of or actual unnecessary discipline or body shaming. 

● All students and staff should understand that they are responsible for 
managing their own personal “distractions” without regulating individual 
students’ clothing/self-expression. 

● Teachers can focus on teaching without the additional and often 
uncomfortable burden of dress code enforcement. 

● Students should not face unnecessary barriers to school attendance. 

 

I. GOALS OF THE FCS DRESS CODE 
 

A student dress code should accomplish several goals: 
● Maintain a safe learning environment in classes where protective or 

supportive clothing is needed, such as chemistry/biology (eye or body 
protection), dance (bare feet, tights/leotards), or PE (athletic 
attire/shoes). 

● Allow students to wear clothing that expresses their self-identified gender. 

● Allow students to wear religious attire without fear of discipline or 

discrimination. 

● Prevent students from wearing clothing with offensive images or 
language, including profanity, hate speech, and pornography. 

Page 18 of 20 



 

Forest Charter School 
Dress Code Policy 

Page 2 of 3 

 

● Prevent students from wearing clothing with images or language 
depicting or advocating violence or the use of alcohol or drugs. 

● Ensure that all students are treated equitably regardless of 
gender/gender identification, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, 
body type/size, and religion. 

 

II. DRESS CODE POLICY 
 

The primary responsibility for a student’s attire resides with the student and 
parents or guardians. The School is responsible for ensuring that student attire 
does not interfere with the health or safety of any student and that student attire 
does not contribute to a hostile or intimidating atmosphere for any student. 

 

Students should be given a choice in how they dress for school. Any 
restrictions must be necessary to support the overall educational goals of the 
School and align with the rationale and goals described above. 

 
1. Basic Principle: Certain body parts must be covered for all students 

Clothes must be worn in a way that covers private parts and bottoms with 
opaque material. All items listed in the “must wear” and “may wear” 
categories below must meet this basic principle. 
 

2. Students and visitors Must Wear: 

 
● An opaque (i.e. not see-through) shirt; 

● An opaque (i.e. not see-through) bottom: pants/sweatpants/shorts/ 

skirt/dress/leggings; and 

● Shoes. Activity-specific shoe requirements are permitted (for example for 

PE).  

 
3. Students and visitors May Wear: 

 
● Hats, including religious headwear 
● Hoodie sweatshirts (Students will be permitted to wear hoodies overhead, 

unless, in the judgment of the FCS staff or teacher, it hinders the 

education process or obscures the student’s eyes) 

● Fitted pants, including leggings, yoga pants, and “skinny jeans.” 

● Midriff-baring shirts 

● Ripped jeans, unless underwear is exposed. 

● Tank tops, including spaghetti straps. 

● Athletic attire 

● Clothing with commercial or athletic logos. 
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Forest Charter School 
Dress Code Policy 

Page 3 of 3 

 

4. Students and visitors Cannot Wear: 
 

● Violent language or images (including language or images of weapons) 

● Images or language depicting drugs or alcohol (or any illegal item or 
activity) or the use of the same. 

● Hate speech, profanity, or pornography. 
● Images or language that creates a hostile or intimidating environment 

based on any protected class, or otherwise conveys a negative message 
● Visible underwear. (Visible waistbands or straps on undergarments 

worn under other clothing are not a violation). 
● Bathing suits 

● Helmets or headgear that obscures the face (except as a religious 

observance). 

 

5. Dress Code Violations. 

If an FCS staff member determines that a student’s attire is inappropriate or 

disruptive to the educational environment as described herein, the following may 

occur: 

 

● The student may be asked to briefly leave class to change clothing to 

align with this dress code 

● The School may confiscate items that violate the dress code. 

● The School may notify the student’s parents/guardians of the dress code 

violation(s). 

● The School may schedule a conference with the student’s 

parents/guardians to discuss the dress code violation(s). 

 

Students may not be disciplined, penalized academically, or removed from class as 

a consequence of wearing “inappropriate” attire. 

 
III. GANG INFLUENCE 

 
In order to discourage the influence of gangs, school staff shall take the following 
measures: 

 

● Any student displaying apparel or paraphernalia indicative of gang 
affiliation shall be referred to the director or designee. 

● The student’s parent/guardian shall be contacted and may be asked to 
meet with school staff. 

● The student may be sent home to change clothes. 
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