
 

Forest Charter School 
470 Searls Avenue 

Nevada City, CA  95959   
 

Monthly Charter Council Meeting Agenda   
October 12, 2021 

 
  
5:00 p.m. Regular Session 
**Virtual Meeting** 
 
Network User ID: FC_Public 
Network Password: PineCedar2 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT No. 1:  This meeting is being held pursuant to the procedures established 
in Assembly Bill 361 amending elements of the Brown Act effective October 1, 2021. All Board 
members may attend the meeting by teleconference. This meeting will be a virtual meeting 
only. The public may observe and address the meeting via Zoom. 

  
ANNOUNCEMENT No. 2: The public will have access to the Forest Charter School Charter 
Council meeting through Zoom Teleconferencing. If you are joining the meeting via Zoom 
and wish to make a comment on an item, press the “raise a hand” button. If you are joining 
the meeting by phone, press *9 to indicate a desire to make a comment. A moderator will call 
you by the last three digits of your phone number when it is your turn to speak. Speakers will 
be limited to 3 minutes. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENT No. 3: Should this Board meeting encounter any security breach or 
inappropriate issues, the meeting will be ended immediately and rescheduled as soon as 
practical. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85408398614?pwd=Y2dzdFBFUXdQTUFxazI3bERnZGlYUT09 

Meeting ID: 854 0839 8614 

Passcode: 873378 

Dial by your location 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

 Meeting ID: 854 0839 8614 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb7yu4OPaF 

 

 

Dan Thiem, Chair 
Karen Fruchtenicht, Vice Chair 
Dylan Hendricks, Parent Representative 
Cheryl Knight, Parent Representative 
Amee Medeiros, Parent Representative 
Tita Fowler, Secretary 
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AGENDA:   
 
1. Call To Order  

 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Information/Action: A, B, C, and D may be considered for Consent Agenda--Meshawn 

Simmons 
(E-Attachments)  
● Should the Consent Agenda be approved? 

A. Adoption of the October 12, 2021 Agenda (page 1) 
B. September 14, 2021, and September 30, 2021, Charter Council Meeting Minutes 

(page 4) 
C. Contracts (page 10) 
D. Warrants (September) (page 11) 

 
4. Discussion: Other   
 

This is an opportunity for members of the audience to address the Council on non-agendized 
items. Agendized items may be either addressed at this time or when the items come up for 
discussion. 
The Council cannot discuss or take action on non-agendized items tonight, but items may be 
agendized at a later Council meeting for discussion and/or action. Public comments are limited 
to three minutes. 

 
Information Items: 
 
1. Information: Forest Charter COVID Protocol and Contingency Plans--Peter Sagebiel, 

Meshawn Simmons 
 
Peter and Meshawn will discuss any changes to COVID protocol and requirements with the 
Council.   
 

2. Information: COVID Vaccine Mandate--Peter Sagebiel, Meshawn Simmons 
 
Peter and Meshawn will discuss the COVID vaccine mandate with the Council.  
 

3. Information: AB 167 Update--Peter Sagebiel   
 

 Peter will update the Council on AB 167 clarifying language and changes. 
 
4. Information: 2021/22 Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Letter from NCSOS--Peter 

Sagebiel   
(page 15) 

 Peter will review the LCAP feedback from the County Office of Education with the Council. 
 

5. Information: Student Achievement--B.J. Hatcher 
 
B.J. will provide the Council with an update on student achievement. 
 

6. Information: 2020/21 Education Protection Account (EPA)--Meshawn Simmons 
(page 17) 
Meshawn will update the Council on the 2020/21 EPA Actuals. 
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7. Information: 2021/22 Budget and Cash Flow--Meshawn Simmons 
(page 18) 
Meshawn will update the Council on 2021/22 Budget items and Cash Flow.  
 

Action Items: 
 
8. Action: Forest Charter School 2021/22 Education Protection Account (EPA) Revisions--

Meshawn Simmons  
(page 20)   
● Should the Council approve the revised Forest Charter School 2021/22 EPA Expense Detail 

and Spending Plan? 
 
9. Action:  2020/21 Forest Charter School Unaudited Actuals—Meshawn Simmons 

(page 21) 
● Shall the Council approve the 2020-21 Forest Charter School Unaudited Actuals? 

 
10. Action:  2021/22 Forest Charter School Safe Reopening Plan—Peter Sagebiel 

(page 22) 
● Shall the Council approve updates to the Forest Charter School Safe Reopening Plan? 

 
11. Action:  Forest Charter School Independent Study Policy—Peter Sagebiel 

(page 29) 
● Shall the Council approve updates to the Forest Charter School Independent Study Policy? 

 
12. Action: Teleconferenced Board Meetings - Resolution 2122-01-133—Peter Sagebiel 

(page 35) 
● Shall the Council approve Resolution 2122-01-133 regarding teleconferenced board 

meetings? 
 
13. Director’s Update--Peter Sagebiel 

 
● Enrollment 
● Know the Signs Training 
● Learning Center Safety Drills 
● iReady 
● Political Update  
● Other 

 
14. Future Agenda Items 

 
● SB740 

 
15. Information:  Reminder of Future Meetings 

 
2021: 11/9, 12/7** 
2022: 1/11, 2/8, 3/8**, 4/19, 5/17, 6/13*, 6/14** 
 
 *Special Meeting/Public Hearing   **Budget Meeting 
 

16. Action: Adjourn  
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Forest Charter School 
 

 Monthly Charter Council Meeting 
Minutes – September 14, 2021 

 

5:00 p.m. Regular Session 
**Virtual Meeting** 
 
 
Council Members:  
Dan Thiem, Chair  
Karen Fruchtenicht, Vice Chair 
Amee Medeiros, Parent Representative 
Cheryl Knight, Parent Representative 
Dylan Hendricks, Parent Representative 
Tita Fowler, Secretary 
 

Minutes 
 
 
Virtually Present:  Dan Thiem, Peter Sagebiel, Katy Baggett, Janice Eggers (arrived at 5:18 
pm), Tita Fowler, Karen Fruchtenicht (arrived at 5:12 pm), B.J. Hatcher, Cheryl Knight, Amee 
Medeiros, Jennifer Sheffo, Meshawn Simmons, Dave Stanger, Paul Simoes, Jean Watson 
 
 

1. Call to Order: 5:04 pm 
 

2. Roll Call: All Present (Dan Thiem, Karen Fruchtenicht, Dylan Hendricks, Cheryl Knight, 
Amee Medeiros, Peter Sagebiel, Paul Simoes, B.J. Hatcher, Meshawn Simmons, Katy 
Baggett, Dave Stanger, Tita Fowler) Public Present: Tracy Cuneo, Andy Finch, GiGi 
Greenberger  
 

3. Information/Action:  A, B, C, and D may be considered for Consent Agenda—Meshawn 
Simmons 
 

September 14, 2021, Charter Council Agenda was presented for approval. June 14, 2021, 
June 15, 2021, and August 24, 2021, Meeting Minutes, Warrants, and Contracts were 
presented for approval. 
 
Karen Fruchtenicht made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Cheryl Knight 
seconded. 
  

Ayes:  Karen Fruchtenicht, Cheryl Knight, Amee Medeiros, Dan Thiem 
Nays:  None 
 
 
 

4. Discussion:  Other 
 
None. 
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Action Items: 
 

5. Action: Appointment of New Board Member--Peter Sagebiel, Dan Thiem 
  

Peter introduced Dylan Hendricks to fill the vacant Parent Representative seat. 
 

Amee Medeiros made a motion to approve the appointment of Dylan Hendricks as a Charter 
Council Parent Representative. Karen Fruchtenicht seconded.  

 
Ayes:  Karen Fruchtenicht, Cheryl Knight, Amee Medeiros, Dan Thiem 
 

Information Items: 
 

6. Information: Forest Charter COVID Protocol and Contingency Plans--Peter Sagebiel, 
Meshawn Simmons 

  
Meshawn updated the Council on new COVID requirements that include having a plan in place 
in order to do on-site testing. The process needs to be approved before site-based testing takes 
place. Training through CDPH will be provided and additional staff will be trained to administer 
tests in the weeks to come. 

 
7. Information: Mask Mandate--Peter Sagebiel 

  
By parent request, Peter discussed the mask mandate with the Council explaining that the 
current protocol is by executive order of the Governor and CDPH which require masks for 
indoor activities and also recommend them for outdoor activities.  Public comment was heard by 
six members of the public. 
 

8. Information: AQI (Air Quality Index) Closures at the Truckee Learning Center--Peter 
Sagebiel 

  
By parent request, Peter discussed the closures at the Truckee Learning Center due to an 
excessively high AQI. He explained that automating the ability to increase airflow due to COVID 
and concurrently increasing filtration is complex and costly. Filters have all been upgraded and 
Forest Charter is still looking at purchasing an AQI sensor. Parents in attendance were 
supportive of the measures taken. 
 

9. Information: Student Achievement and Comparative Data--B.J. Hatcher 
  

B.J. updated the Council on student achievement and provided comparative data. NWEA 
assessment data from 20/21 was presented and overall we performed comparatively well but 
showed some declines toward the end of the year possibly due to fatigue. Dave added that he is 
not seeing a huge learning loss among his middle school program while Katy is seeing a little 
among her elementary students in math. 
 

10. Information: Critical Race Theory Curricula--Peter Sagebiel, B.J. Hatcher 
  

By parent request, Peter and B.J. discussed the notion of Critical Race Theory curricula and 
how it applies to Forest Charter School; two parents in attendance commented on the topic 

11. Information: 2021/22 Budget and Cash Flow--Meshawn Simmons 
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Meshawn updated the Council on 2021/22 Budget items and Cash Flow. She presented the 
unaudited actuals and reported no findings. Meshawn informed the Council that although 
expenditures are on track, FCS budgeted for 800 students and current enrollment is at 725 
which is quite a significant loss in funding. The Council would like to see where we can cut 
expenses and to see a plan at the next meeting. 
 
Action Items: 
 

12. Action: 21/22 Forest Charter School Employee Handbook--Meshawn Simmons 
  

Meshawn presented the 21/22 Forest Charter School Employee Handbook for approval adding 
there are no changes back from the attorneys. 

 
Karen Fruchtenicht made a motion to approve the 21/22 Forest Charter School Employee 
Handbook. Cheryl Knight seconded.  

 
Ayes:  Karen Fruchtenicht, Dylan Hendricks, Cheryl Knight, Amee Medeiros, Dan 
Thiem 
Nays:  None 

 
13. Director’s Update--Peter Sagebiel 

  
●        Enrollment – Previously covered. FCS is encouraged that enrollment is increasing. 
●        New Hires – Lots of new hires! New teachers, special education staff, and aides 
have all been hired. 
●        i-Ready – teachers are doing a good job. We are offering a different program for K-1 
students but everything is going well. 
●        Back to School – teachers are feeling energized and everyone is excited to be back 
on campus 
●        Political Update – there is a new bill coming through (AB 167) with clarifying 
language on AB 130. This should not change things on the parent side but it is not clear 
yet. Also, there is a bill to extend Zoom governance meetings 
●        Other - none 

 
14. Future Agenda Items 

  
●        SB740 
●        EPA 

 
15. Information:  Reminder of Future Meetings 

 
Dates for the 2021/22 Charter Council meetings were set as follows: 

 
2021: 10/12, 11/9, 12/7** 
2022: 1/11, 2/8, 3/8**, 4/19, 5/17, 6/13*, 6/14** 

 
   *Special Meeting    **Budget Meeting 

16. Action:  Adjourn at 6:50 p.m.   
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Respectfully submitted: 
 
_____________________________  ____________________  
Tita Fowler, Secretary Date 
 

Charter Council Approved: 
 
_________________________________  ____________________  
Dan Thiem, Chair Date 
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Forest Charter School 
 

 Monthly Charter Council Meeting 
Minutes – September 30, 2021 

 

5:00 p.m. Public Hearing 
**Virtual Meeting** 
 
 
Council Members:  
Dan Thiem, Chair 
Karen Fruchtenicht, Vice Chair 
Dylan Hendricks, Parent Representative 
Cheryl Knight, Parent Representative 
Amee Medeiros, Parent Representative 
Tita Fowler, Secretary 
 

Minutes 
 
Virtually Present:  Dan Thiem, Peter Sagebiel, Tita Fowler, Karen Fruchtenicht, Dylan 
Hendricks, Cheryl Knight, Meshawn Simmons, (Absent) Amee Medeiros 
 
 

1. Call to Order: 5:01 pm 
 

2. Roll Call: (Present) Dan Thiem, Karen Fruchtenicht, Dylan Hendricks, Cheryl Knight, 
Peter Sagebiel, Meshawn Simmons, Tita Fowler. (Absent) Amee Medeiros 
 
 

3. Action:  Adoption of the September 30, 2021, Special Meeting Agenda—Dan Thiem 
 

Karen Fruchtenicht made a motion to accept the agenda for September 30, 2021, Special 
Meeting. Cheryl seconded the motion. 
 

Ayes:  Karen Fruchtenicht, Dylan Hendricks, Cheryl Knight, Dan Thiem 
Nays:  None 

 
 

4. Discussion: Other 
 

None. 
 

5. Action:  Meeting Virtually Under AB361—Peter Sagebiel 
 

A motion was made to approve meeting virtually under the provisions outlined in AB361. 
Dylan Hendricks made a motion to approve meeting virtually under the provisions outlined in 
AB361. Karen Fruchtenicht seconded. 
 

Ayes:  Karen Fruchtenicht, Dylan Hendricks, Cheryl Knight, Dan Thiem 
Nays:  None 
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6. Information:  Reminder of Future Meetings 

 
Dates for the 2021/22 Charter Council meetings are set as follows: 

 
2021: 10/12, 11/9, 12/7** 
2022: 1/11, 2/8, 3/8**, 4/19, 5/17, 6/13*, 6/14** 
 

 
   *Special Meeting    **Budget Meeting 

 
7. Action:  Adjourn at 5:05 p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
_____________________________  ____________________  
Tita Fowler, Secretary Date 
 

Charter Council Approved: 
 
_________________________________  ____________________  
Dan Thiem, Chair Date 
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Contracts to be approved: (October 2021)  
 
At-Will: 
Morrow, Julie    $3,024.98 Block Class Instructor 
Morrow, Julie    $4,280.76 Block Class Instructor 
Pelster, Helen    $3,765.60 Block Class Instructor 
 
Stipends: 
Keim, Mark    $1,598.36 Block Class Instructor 
Sagebiel, Kim    $50.00  College Essay Workshop 
 
Hourly: 
McCreery, Juanita   $2310.00 Tutor 
McCreery, Juanita   $245.00 Tutor 
McCreery, Juanita   $420.00 Tutor (x3) 
McCreery, Juanita   $385.00 Tutor 
Mendenhall, Shawna   $566.10 Library Assistant 
Mendenhall, Shawna   $3,708.00 Contact Tracer 
Ojeda-Chatigny, Kaleen  $385.00 Tutor 
Ojeda-Chatigny, Kaleen  $490.00 Tutor 
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Forest Charter School Safe Reopening Plan
2021-22 School Year

August 11, 2021

Introduction and Overview

The following School Plan for Safe Reopening is a collaboration between the California
Department of Public Health (CDPH), Center for Disease Control (CDC), California Department
of Education (CDE), The Nevada County Public Health Department, and the Nevada County
Superintendent of Schools (NCSoS) to create a comprehensive plan to get students back to
school safely.

As we prepare to resume in-person instruction, we will ensure plans are in place for students who
may need to isolate or quarantine, as well as students who are medically fragile or who have a
household member who is medically fragile. Because the data regarding the impact of school
reopening on COVID-19 transmission dynamics remains incomplete, we will continue to learn
and revise our guidance accordingly.

Safety Measures

Common public health strategies to reduce the risk of disease transmission in schools and other
community settings include: (1) minimizing the number of people who come into contact with
each other, (2) maximizing the physical distance between people, (3) reducing the time that
people spend in close proximity to others, and (4) measures to minimize dispersion of droplets
and aerosols (e.g., using face coverings and covering coughs and sneezes). Because the relative
contribution of each of these measures in reducing the spread of COVID-19 is not yet clear,
public health experts have generally recommended that they be used collectively where possible.

1
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Below are the safety measures and controls that FCS is putting in place to help mitigate the
spread of COVID-19.

1. Face Masks: Students are required to wear a mask indoors, with exemptions per CDPH
face mask guidance. Face coverings are optional outdoors.

● Parents/guardians, students, and visitors must wear masks when indoors on
campus regardless of vaccination status. Face masks are currently optional
outside, however, the FCS administration can change this rule at any time to
require masks outside.

● Examples of acceptable face masks include:
o Cloth Mask

▪ Must properly fit over nose and mouth
▪ Be made of multiple layers of tightly woven fabric (should block

light when held up to a light source)
▪ Preferably have a nose wire
▪ Should not have gaps around the sides, have valves or vents or

other openings, or be made of thin fabric that doesn’t block light
o Disposable Mask (also referred to as surgical or medical procedure masks)
o N95 or KN95 masks
o FCS will not allow coverings including, but not limited to, gaiters,

bandanas, face shields (without an acceptable mask underneath), and mesh
fabric masks

● FCS staff must wear a mask when meeting with parents/guardians, students,
visitors, or other staff while inside on campus, regardless of vaccination status.

● FCS will provide a face mask to students, staff, and visitors who inadvertently fail
to bring one to school.

● If students refuse to wear a mask, they will be sent to an administrator who will
work with the student and parent/guardian regarding masking requirements.

● Persons with approved medical exemptions exempted from wearing a face
covering due to a medical condition, must wear a non-restrictive alternative, such
as a face shield with a drape on the bottom edge, as long as their condition
permits it. Contact msimmons@forestcharter.com with any questions about
medical exemptions.

2. Physical distancing: Recent evidence indicates that in-person instruction can occur
safely without minimum physical distancing requirements when other mitigation
strategies (e.g., masking) are implemented. This is consistent with CDC K-12 School
Guidance. We will create as much physical distancing in classrooms as practicable with a
goal of 3’ distance between workstations/desks.

3. Ventilation: FCS has installed MERV-13 air filters at our Nevada City and Truckee
learning centers. Additionally, we have established ventilation system cleaning protocols
to ensure proper ventilation. At our Foresthill learning center, where installing MERV-13
filters was not possible, we purchased portable HEPA air purifiers for each classroom. 

2
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We will encourage as much outside teaching time as practicable, and when inside and
weather and air quality permissible, we will encourage open doors and windows to allow
additional air flow.

4. Health Screening: All students, staff, and visitors will be asked to conduct an at-home
self-symptom screening prior to arriving on campus each day. If they cannot conduct the
self-screening at home, we will provide a symptom questionnaire at each learning center.
Additionally, staff will be trained to conduct visual screening by knowing the common
symptoms of COVID-19.

FCS will post signage throughout the campus instructing students, staff, and visitors not
to enter campus if they have any COVID-19 symptoms. COVID-19 symptoms include
fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body
aches, headache, recent loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose,
nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.

Students or staff with any identified COVID-19 symptoms and/or a temperature of 100.4
or higher will be sent home immediately until testing and/or medical evaluation has been
conducted.

FCS will provide reminders on screening requirements throughout the year.

5. Hand Washing: FCS will teach proper hand washing time and frequency. We have
provided hand washing stations in or near all classrooms and will provide enough time to
make sure we meet the CDPH handwashing frequency guidance. Fragrance free hand
sanitizer (with a minimum of 60 percent alcohol) is available in all classrooms and
workstations (although frequent handwashing is more effective than hand sanitizer).

6. Cleaning: FCS has hired professional cleaners to do frequent cleaning and disinfecting at
all learning centers. We provide our janitorial staff with the proper cleaning supplies
(from the US EPA COVID-19 approved list) to remove any remaining germs on surfaces,
which will further reduce the risk of spreading infection.

If a room has had a sick person with COVID-19 within the last 24 hours, FCS staff will
clean AND disinfect the spaces occupied by that person during that time.

7. Food:
● Maximize physical distance as much as possible while eating (especially indoors).

FCS will utilize additional spaces for mealtime seating such as classrooms,
outdoor tables, or the gymnasium can help facilitate distancing.

● Clean frequently touched surfaces. Surfaces that come in contact with food will
be washed, rinsed, and sanitized before and after meals.

8. Field Trips: FCS will pre-approve all requested Field Trips to make sure they can be
compliant with all current health and safety guidelines. Guidance from CDPH is
forthcoming, and these requirements may change.

● FCS will encourage outdoor Field Trips when possible.
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● All FCS students, staff, and chaperones will be required to wear masks indoors,
even if the Field Trip venue does not require them.

● Only approved chaperones will be allowed on FCS Field Trips.
● Students can only drive in their own car with their household members to and

from Field Trips.

9. School Events: Assemblies, meetings, and other gatherings will be permitted to the
extent allowed under any applicable requirements for gatherings occurring in the
community. We will utilize Zoom or the outdoors as much as possible for all school
events, and will limit attendance to students and staff, or those participating in a
presentation (no visitors). Masks will be required for all indoor school events.

10. Recommendations for staying home when sick and getting tested: FCS will follow
the protocol for staying home when sick and getting tested from CDPH. FCS will advise
staff and students with symptoms of COVID-19 infection not to return for in-person
instruction until they have met CDPH criteria to return to school for those with
symptoms:

● At least 24 hours have passed since resolution of fever without the use of
fever-reducing medications; and

● Other symptoms have improved; and
● They have a negative test for SARS-CoV-2, OR a healthcare provider has

provided documentation that the symptoms are typical of their underlying
chronic condition (e.g., allergies or asthma) OR a healthcare provider has
confirmed an alternative named diagnosis (e.g., Streptococcal pharyngitis,
Coxsackie virus), OR at least 10 days have passed since symptom onset.

Per AB 86 (2021) and California Code Title 17, section 2500, schools are required to
report COVID-19 cases to the local public health department. Forest Charter School has a
COVID-19 liaison to assist the local health department with contact tracing and
investigations.

11. Quarantine recommendations for vaccinated close contacts: For those who are
vaccinated, FCS will follow the CDPH Fully Vaccinated People Guidance regarding
quarantine.

12. Quarantine recommendations for unvaccinated students for exposures when both
parties were wearing a mask, as required in K-12 indoor settings. These are adapted from
the CDC K-12 guidance and CDC definition of a close contact.  

When both parties were wearing a mask in the indoor classroom setting, unvaccinated
students who are close contacts (more than 15 minutes over a 24-hour period within 0-6
feet indoors) may undergo a modified 10-day quarantine as follows. They may continue
to attend school for in-person instruction if they:

● Are asymptomatic; 
● Continue to appropriately mask, as required;
● Undergo at least twice weekly testing during the 10-day quarantine;
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● Continue to quarantine for all extracurricular activities at school, including
sports, and activities within the community setting. 

13. Quarantine recommendations for unvaccinated close contacts who were not wearing
masks or for whom the infected individual was not wearing a mask during the indoor
exposure; or unvaccinated students as described above. 

For these contacts, those who remain asymptomatic, meaning they have NOT had any
symptoms, may discontinue self-quarantine under the following conditions:

● Quarantine can end after Day 10 from the date of last exposure without
testing; OR

● Quarantine can end after Day 7 if a diagnostic specimen is collected after
Day 5 from the date of last exposure and tests negative.

To discontinue quarantine before 14 days following last known exposure, asymptomatic
close contacts must:

● Continue daily self-monitoring for symptoms through Day 14 from last
known exposure; AND

● Follow all recommended non-pharmaceutical interventions (e.g., wearing a
mask when around others, hand washing, avoiding crowds) through Day
14 from last known exposure.

If any symptoms develop during this 14-day period, the exposed person must
immediately isolate, get tested and contact their healthcare provider with any questions
regarding their care.

14. Isolation recommendations: For both vaccinated and unvaccinated persons, Forest
Charter will follow the CDPH Isolation Guidance for those diagnosed with COVID-19.

COVID-19 Testing and Reporting

Testing: Forest Charter School will follow all CDPH and health department guidance on when to
recommend testing, protocols for quarantine, and return to school.

Community Testing Sites

Testing is available for anyone, whether or not you have insurance. You must pre-register and
schedule an appointment at https://www.lhi.care/covidtesting or call 1-888-634-1123.

For assistance scheduling a COVID-19 test, contact 211 Connecting Point at 1-833-DIAL211 to
speak to a local call specialist.
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LHI Testing Locations (please note, there are many other places to get tested including
urgent care centers, primary care offices, and retail facilities):

Western Nevada County
231 Colfax Avenue, Grass Valley, CA 95945 (formerly Summer Thymes)

Eastern Nevada County
10990 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee, CA 96161

Roseville (closest LHI facility to Auburn)
1960 Johnson Ranch Rd., Roseville, CA 95661

According to The Nevada County Public Health Department, tests can also still be conducted by
doctor’s offices too, but you do not need your physician’s approval to be tested at the
OptumServe site. Call your primary care physician before physically going to the doctor.

Guidelines for a Healthy Workplace

● Practice physical distancing whenever possible.
● Face masks are required per the CDPH guidelines
● Observe boundary lines and floor signs
● When practicable, do not share computers or other equipment (phones, desks, pens,

etc.)
● Wipe down computer keyboard and other hard, regularly touched surfaces with

disinfectant wipes frequently
● Maintain clutter free surfaces
● Do not use shared dishes and utensils – provide your own dishes or use paper products
● When possible, do not bring food that requires heating in a microwave

First aid & hygiene
● Wash hands with soap and water frequently and thoroughly
● Use respiratory etiquette (cover cough and sneeze)
● Use designated restrooms
● Wash hands or use hand sanitizer before and after using the bathroom.
● Stay home if sick or exposure to COVID-19  is confirmed

Common Areas (e.g. Kitchen, Classrooms, & Copiers)
● Maintain physical distancing when possible
● Use hand sanitizer before and after use of copiers, fax, postage machine and other

equipment
● Do not use shared dishes and utensils stored in kitchen area – provide your own dishes

or use paper products

Business Office
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● Only business office staff are allowed in the business office, unless you are picking up
your mail. Only one person in the copy/mail room/office at a time

● Only business office staff may use the office bathroom
● No congregating in the office. Please call or IM staff if you have a question or need

something instead of going to their work space
● If you need to check out a cume file, email Tita and she will put it in your box - do not

take the file off campus, and please return it to the office the same day
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Section: 100 

Policy: 001 
FCS Council Approved: May 16, 2011 

Revised: August 11, 2021 
 
 

Independent Study Policy 
 

 

Resources used to create this policy: 

Independent Study Operations Manual (2000) California Department of Education 
 

Policy 
 

The Charter Council authorizes independent study as an optional alternative instructional strategy by 
which pupils in grades K-12 may reach curriculum objectives and fulfill graduation requirements. 
Independent study shall offer a means of personalizing the educational plan for pupils whose needs 
may be met best through study outside of the regular classroom setting. 

 
The Executive Director or designee shall determine that the prospective independent study pupil 
understands and is prepared to meet the school’s requirements for independent study. Independent 
study entails a commitment by both the parent/guardian and the pupil. As the pupil gets older, he/she 
assumes a greater portion of the responsibility involved. Independent study may be offered only to 
pupils who can achieve in this program as well as or better than they would in a regular classroom. 

 
The Executive Director or designee shall ensure that a written independent study agreement, as 
prescribed by law, exists for each participating pupil. (Education Code 51747) 

 
The following written policies have been adopted by the Forest Charter School Charter Council for 
implementation at Forest Charter School: 

 
1. To foster each pupil’s success in independent study, the Charter Council establishes the following 

maximum length of time which may elapse for all grades between the time an assignment is made 
and date by which the pupil must complete the assigned work is thirty (30) school days. 

 
 

When circumstances justify a longer time, the Executive Director or designee may extend the maximum 
length of an assignment to a period not to exceed eight weeks, pursuant to a written request with 
justification. 

 
2. The Executive Director or designee shall conduct an evaluation to determine whether it is in the 

best interests of the pupil to remain in independent study upon the following triggers: 
a. When any pupil fails to complete 70% of assignments during a period of thirty (30) school 

days. 
b. In the event pupil’s educational progress falls below satisfactory levels as determined by 
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Forest Charter School’s Tiered Intervention Process which considers ALL of the following 
indicators: 

i. The pupil’s achievement and engagement in the independent study program, as 
indicated by the pupil’s performance on applicable pupil-level measures of pupil 
achievement and pupil engagement set forth in Education Code Section 52060(d) 
paragraphs (4) and (5). 

ii. The completion of assignments, assessments, or other indicators that evidence 
that the pupil is working on assignments. 

iii. Learning required concepts, as determined by the supervising teacher. 
iv. Progressing toward successful completion of the course of study or individual 

course, as determined by the supervising teacher. 
 

A written record of the findings of any evaluation conducted pursuant to this policy shall be treated as a 
mandatory interim pupil record. The record shall be maintained for a period of three years from the date 
of the evaluation and, if the pupil transfers to another California public school, the record shall be 
forwarded to that school. 

 
3. Forest Charter School shall provide content aligned to grade level standards that is provided at a level 

of quality and intellectual challenge substantially equivalent to in-person instruction. For high school 
grade levels this shall include access to all courses offered by Forest Charter School for graduation 
and approved by the UC or CSU as creditable under the A-G admissions criteria. 

 
4. For pupils who participate in independent study for fifteen (15) or more days in a school year, Forest 

Charter School has adopted tiered reengagement strategies for the following pupils: 
 

a. Aall pupils who are not generating attendance for more than three (3) school days or 60% of the 
instructional days in a school week, or 10 percent of required minimum instructional time over four 
continuous weeks of the Charter School’s approved instructional calendar; 
b. Pupils found not participatory pursuant to Education Code Section 51747.5 for more than the 
greater of three schooldays or 60 percent of the scheduled days of synchronous instruction in a 
school month as applicable by grade span; or  
c. Pupils who are in violation of the written agreement pursuant to Education Code Section 
51747(g).  
 
These procedures shall include, but are not necessarily limited to, all of the followingare as follows: 

 
a. Verification of current contact information for each enrolled pupil; 
b. Notification to parents or guardians of lack of participation within one school day of the 

absence recording of a non-attendance day or lack of participation; 
c. A plan for oOutreach from Forest Charter School to determine pupil needs including 

connection with health and social services as necessary; 
d. When the evaluation described above under paragraph 2.b.iv. is triggered to consider 

whether remaining in independent study is in the best interest of the pupil,A clear standard 
for requiring a pupil-parent- educatorion conference shall be required to review a pupil’s 
written agreement and reconsider the independent study program’s impact on the pupil’s 
achievement and well-being, consistent with the policies adopted pursuant to paragraph (4) 
of subdivision (g) of Education Code Section 51747. This conference shall be a meeting 
involving, at a minimum, all parties who signed the pupil’s written independent study 
agreement. 
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4.5. For pupils who participate in independent study for fifteen (15) or more days in a school year, the 

following plan shall be in place in accordance with Education Code Section 51747(e) for synchronous 
instruction and live interaction: 

a. For pupils in transitional kindergarten through grade 3, inclusive, the plan to provide 
opportunities for daily synchronous instruction for all pupils throughout the school year by 
each pupil’s assigned supervising teacher shall be as follows: large group, small group, or one- 
on-one instruction delivered in person, or in the form of internet or telephonic 
communications, and involving live two-way communication between the supervising teacher 
and pupils. 
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b. For pupils in grades 4-8, inclusive, the plan to provide opportunities for daily live interaction 
between the pupil and a certificated or non-certificated employee of Forest Charter School 
and at least weekly synchronous instruction for all pupils throughout the school year by each 
pupil’s assigned supervising teacher shall be as follows: For synchronous instruction: large 
group, small group, or one-on-one instruction delivered in person, or in the form of internet 
or telephonic communications, and involving live two-way communication between the 
supervising teacher and pupil. For live interaction: large group, small group, or one-on-one 
interaction in person, or in the form of internet or telephonic communications, and involving 
live two-way communication between employee(s) and pupils. 

c. For pupils in grades 9-12, inclusive, the plan to provide opportunities for at least weekly 
synchronous instruction for all pupils throughout the school year by each pupil’s assigned 
supervising teacher shall be as follows: large group, small group, or one-on-one instruction 
delivered in person, or in the form of internet or telephonic communications, and involving 
live two-way communication between the supervising teacher and pupils. 

 
For pupils who participate in independent study for fifteen (15) or more days in a school year, the 
following plan shall be utilized to transition pupils whose families wish to return to in-person 
instruction from independent study expeditiously, and, in no case, later than five instructional days: 
FCS will provide the family with a list of schools in which they can enroll, including their district of 
residence. 

 

5.6. Written Agreements and Assignments 
 

A current written agreement shall be maintained on file for each independent study pupil, 
including, but not be limited to, all of the following: 

 
a. The manner, frequency, time and place for submitting the pupil’s assignments, for 

reporting the pupil’s academic progress, and for communicating with a pupil’s parent or 
guardian regarding a pupil’s academic progress. 

b. The objectives and methods of study for the pupil’s work and the methods used to evaluate 
that work. 

c. The specific resources, including materials and personnel, that will be made available to 
the pupil. These resources shall include confirming or providing access to all pupils to the 
connectivity and devices adequate to participate in the educational program and complete 
assigned work. 

d. A statement of the policies adopted pursuant to Education Code Section 51747, subdivisions (a) 
and (b) regarding the maximum length of time allowed between the assignment and the 
completion of a pupil’s assigned work, the level of satisfactory educational progress, and the 
number of missed assignments allowed before an evaluation of whether or not the pupil should 
be allowed to continue in independent study. 

e. The duration of the independent study agreement, including the beginning and ending dates for 
the pupil’s participation in independent study under the agreement. No independent study 
agreement shall be valid for any period longer than one school year. 
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f. A statement of the number of course credits or, for the elementary grades, other measures of 
academic accomplishment appropriate to the agreement, to be earned by the pupil upon 
completion. 

g. A statement detailing the academic and other supports that will be provided to address the 
needs of pupils who are not performing at grade level, or need support in other areas, such as 
English learners, individuals with exceptional needs in order to be consistent with the pupil’s 
individualized education program or plan pursuant to Section 504 of the federal 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794), pupils in foster care or experiencing 
homelessness, and pupils requiring mental health supports. 

h. The inclusion of a statement in each independent study agreement that independent study is 
an optional educational alternative in which no pupil may be required to participate. In the 
case of a pupil who is referred or assigned to any school, class, or program pursuant to Section 
48915 or 48917, the agreement also shall include the statement that instruction may be 
provided to the pupil through independent study only if the pupil is offered the alternative of 
classroom instruction. 

i. Each written agreement shall be signed, before the commencement of independent study, by 
the pupil, the pupil’s parent, legal guardian, or caregiver, if the pupil is less than 18 years of 
age, the certificated employee who has been designated as having responsibility for the 
general supervision of independent study, and all persons who have direct responsibility for 
providing assistance to the pupil. For purposes of this paragraph “caregiver” means a person 
who has met the requirements of Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 6550) of Division 11 of 
the Family Code. 

· Written agreements may be signed using an electronic signature that complies with 
state and federal standards, as determined by the California Department of 
Education, that may be a marking that is either computer generated or produced by 
electronic means and is intended by the signatory to have the same effect as a 
handwritten signature. The use of an electronic signature shall have the same force 
and effect as the use of a manual signature if the requirements for digital signatures 
and their acceptable technology, as provided in Section 16.5 of the Government 
Code and in Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22000) of Division 7 of Title 2 of 
the California Code of Regulations, are satisfied. 

· For the 2021–22 school year only, the Charter School shall obtain a signed written 
agreement for an independent study program of any length of time no later than 30 
days after the first day of instruction in an independent study program or October 15, 
whichever date comes later. 

 
The curriculum and methods of study specified in the written agreement shall be consistent with the 
Charter Council’s policies, administrative regulations and procedures for curriculum and instruction. 
The agreement may also include a schedule for achieving objectives and completing the agreement and 
a schedule of conference between the pupil and Supervising Teacher. 

 
Before beginning the independent study, each written agreement shall be signed and dated by the 
pupil, the parent/guardian or caregiver of the pupil under 18 years of age, the certificated employee 
designated as responsible for the general supervision of independent study, and all persons who 
have direct responsibility for providing assistance to the pupil. (Education Code 51747) 

 
The agreement shall state that the parent/guardian’s signature confers his/her permission for the 
pupil’s independent study as specified in the agreement. 

 
6.7. Forest Charter School shall comply with the Education Code sections 51745 through 51749.3 and the 

provisions of the Charter Schools Act of 1992 and the State Board of Education regulations adopted 
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7.8. The Executive Director shall may establish regulations to implement these policies in accordance 
with the law. 
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FOREST CHARTER SCHOOL 

RESOLUTION REGARDING TELECONFERENCED BOARD MEETINGS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2122-01-133 

WHEREAS, the Forest Charter School Board held teleconferenced board meetings from 
April 2020 through September 2021 in compliance with the Governor’s Executive Order 
N-29-20 which relaxed certain legal requirements for board meetings during the COVID-
19 pandemic. These legal requirements for public meetings are named the “Brown Act.” 

 WHEREAS, Executive Order N-29-20 was recently rescinded, but Assembly Bill 361 was 
signed into law and it amended elements of the Brown Act effective October 1, 2021. 

 WHEREAS, the Brown Act as amended by AB 361 permits the Forest Charter School 
Board to continue holding board meetings under abbreviated teleconference procedures 
in three circumstances: 

1.    When the meeting is held during a proclaimed state of emergency, and state or local 
officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing; 

2.    When the meeting is held during a proclaimed state of emergency and the meeting is 
held for the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result of the 
emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of 
attendees; OR 

3.    When the meeting is held during a proclaimed state of emergency and the board has 
determined, by majority vote, that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would 
present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees. 

(Gov’t. Code sec. 54953(e)(1).) 

WHEREAS, the Forest Charter School Board may continue holding board meetings 
under AB 361’s abbreviated teleconference procedures if it adopts certain findings by 
majority vote of the Board and readopts findings every month thereafter. Those findings 
are: 

1.    The board has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency, AND 

2.    The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of members to meet 
safely in person, OR state or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures 
to promote social distancing. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Forest Charter School Board adopts 
the following findings: 

·         The Forest Charter School Board has reconsidered the state of emergency proclaimed 
by the Governor of California in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

·         The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of Trustees and other 
meeting attendees to meet safely in person. 

·         State and local public health officials continue to recommend measures to promote 
social distancing. 

 I hereby certify the foregoing to be a full, true, and correct copy of a 
resolution duly adopted by majority vote of the Forest Charter School Board 
on ____________________ at a virtual regular meeting of said board held 
pursuant to the procedures established in the Brown Act. 

AYES:                       

NOES:                      

ABSTAIN:                 

ABSENT: 

ATTEST: 

                                                                                                                                              

__________________________________  

Dan Thiem, Board President 

Forest Charter School 

 

___________________________________                                                                      

Tita Fowler, Board Secretary 

Forest Charter School 
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